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Guyson Corp. has been demon-
strating its capabilities in the United
States as an engineer and builder of
cabinet-blast machinery for nearly
40 years. The company designs and
builds cleaning, shot-peening, finish-
ing and surface-preparation machin-
ery, manufacturing both air-blast and
wheel-blast equipment. 

“We have built a strong base of cus-
tomers,” President Steve Byrnes says.
“Now we are focusing on the next
generation of our products, which we
believe are robotic blasting systems.”

Based in Saratoga Springs, N.Y.,
Guyson is part of the U.K.’s Guyson
International group of companies.
Guyson International is the largest
independent manufacturer of blast
finishing and aqueous degreasing
equipment in Europe, having been
involved in cleaning and surface treat-
ment since 1938. It also has offices in
France, Malaysia and China.

“We are located in New York’s Tech
Valley,” Manager of Marketing and
Business Development John Carson
says. “There are many different com-
panies serving high-tech industries
from here, and Guyson is a part of
that community.”

As for Guyson in the United States,
it was incorporated in 1975. Over
time, it expanded office and manufac-
turing space to 80,000 square feet. It
has added to its capabilities, such as
manufacturing its first turnkey robot-
ic blast system in 1997. It now has
more robotic blasting machines
installed and running than any blast

equipment manufacturer. The com-
pany has continued to expand, open-
ing a contract finishing job shop in
2009 and acquiring Automated Blast
Systems in 2014 so it could begin
building wet-blast machines.

Special Offerings

Guyson’s specialty is the automation
of cleaning, finishing and surface-
treatment processes. It has a standard
lineup of manual and automatic mod-
els, and it also builds special-purpose
automated blasting systems that are

custom-engineered and built to order. 
“Our focus is on the customers and

their satisfaction,” Carson says. “We
work to define their process require-
ments and get an in-depth under-
standing of their objectives.”

The company also offers in-house
robotic integration services so cus-
tomers don’t have to utilize third-
party integrators. It designs and man-
ufactures both air-blast and airless
wheel-blast machinery. It specializes
in automated and robotic blast sys-
tems that are custom-engineered
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when a robot is positioned to operate in the

harsh environment of a grit-blasting cabinet

or a shot peening machine, guyson fits it with a

custom-tailored suit made of laminated fabric

and abrasion-resistant material to isolate the

precision device from dust and blast media. 

SCRATCHING
THE SURFACE

investments in people, facilities 

and technology are all critical 

components of guyson corp.’s 

success in its industry. by eric slack

Guyson Corp. / www.guyson.com / Annual revenue: $10.5 million / Headquarters: Saratoga Springs, N.Y. / Employees: 50 / Specialty: Cleaning, 

shot-peening, finishing and surface-preparation machinery / Steve Byrnes, president: “We are focusing on the next generation of our products.”
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according to the needs of a cus-
tomer’s application. 

In addition, Guyson offers support
services such as contract finishing,
lab testing and consultation. Its cus-
tomer service group also helps cus-
tomers in need of spare parts, blast
media, maintenance information or
answers to technical questions.

The company is committed to
investing in people and engineering
design and manufacturing software.
Its arsenal includes the latest
CAD/CAM and state-of-the-art offline
robot programming tools. 

“We have added many new people in
the last few years, and we have a good
mix of experience with new talent with
a lot of technical ability,” Byrnes says. 

In addition, Guyson’s investments
into automated surface-treatment sys-
tems ensure that the company utilizes
top-of-the-line electronic sensor tech-
nology, control systems and software.
Strategic investments in training and
software allow the company to meet
customer demands. 

Upward Trajectory

Guyson is committed to quality. It is a

Rockwell Automation Machine
Builder, a system integrator member
of the Robotics Industries
Association, an authorized integrator
of Fanuc Robotics, a Yaskawa
Motoman Solution Provider and an
ABB Robotics Integration Partner.  It
is ISO 9001:2008-certified. Its elec-
trical panel shop is UL-certified. 

The company understands the
requirements of abrasive blasting and
shot peening. It has experience with
design engineering and working on
specialized projects. It understands
the way blasting technology is used in
many industries such as the aero-
space, automotive and medical sec-
tors, as well as precision, molding,
forging and extrusion industries.

“We have a large installed base of
equipment out there,” Byrnes says.
“Now we are working to deepen our
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‘our focus is on the customers and their

satisfaction. we work to define their process

requirements and get an in-depth understanding

of their objectives.’
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involvement with high-tech compa-
nies and larger manufacturers.”

Guyson feels robotic blasting will
continue to become more attractive
to many manufacturers. It also sees
onshoring of manufacturing jobs as a
trend that will continue. 

“Robots are changing the way cus-
tomers think about grit blasting and
shot peening machines,” Byrnes says.
“We can protect sensitive and accu-
rate equipment, and we are at the

forefront of building awareness of the
need for robotic blasting.”

“As a custom machine builder,
Guyson focuses intently on the indi-
vidual customer’s process require-
ments, so we can design the grit-
blasting, surface finishing or shot
peening machine to fit perfectly into
the production environment and
meet or exceed all expectations about
the surface condition of the compo-
nents,” Carson explained.

When customers ask for unusual
capabilities in a blast system, the
company often can draw upon its
portfolio of previous designs to fulfill
the special requirements, but Guyson
has the engineering resources to
develop a new machine or feature
from a blank slate.

Robotic tool-changing technology
is a good example. When a customer
wanted one robotic blast system that
could perform precision surface treat-
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John Carson shows one of four interchange-

able nozzles of a tool-changing robotic blast

machine. Each nozzle has an electronic signature

to positively identify the tool, which must

match the one specified in the pre-programmed

recipe for the component to be processed. As a

designer and builder of custom-engineered

blast equipment, Guyson regularly manufactures

turn-key robotic blasting systems the comply

with customers’ engineering requirements and

process specifications.
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ment routines that previously
required more than one automated
blast machine, Guyson developed and
proved-out a tool changer that allows
the blasting robot to select a straight
nozzle or a lance nozzle to prepare
certain areas of the component, then
automatically pick different blasting
tools to complete the process.

Guyson does not shy away from
blasting applications that involve
complex engineering specifications.
They have experience building robotic
blast machines that are compliant
with stringent industry standards,
including ISO 13485, SAE AMS 2432,
P11TF8, BAC 5730 rev. R and NADCAP.

“When it comes to customized
robotic blast systems, after engineer-
ing and installing more than 70 robot
machines in the last 5 years, we are
confident to say that no other blast

machine manufacturer has equiva-
lent experience or brings so much to
the table to meet the customer’s
requirements,” Steve Byrnes
remarked.  mt

Published by Phoenix Media Corporation Tel: 312.676.1101 Fax: 312.676.1280
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‘as a custom machine builder, guyson focuses

intently on the individual customer’s process

requirements, so we can design the grit-

blasting, surface finishing or shot peening

machine to fit perfectly into the production

environment and meet or exceed all expecta-

tions about the surface condition of the

components.’

John Carson stands at the touch-screen con-

trol panel of a shot peening and grit blasting

cell that consists of two robotic blast

machines tended by a Fanuc M-710iA material

handling robot with 3-D vision.  In the design of

the controls and the human-machine interface

(HMI) for robotic automation systems, Guyson

engineers strive to make a smarter machine that

is simple to operate.
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